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Senator Abrams, Representative Steinberg, Senator Somers, Representative Petit, and
Esteemed Members of the Public Health Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer
testimony regarding Section 12 of House Bill 5020- An Act Implementing the Governor's
Budget Recommendations Regarding Public Health.

My name is Carmine Castiglione and | am the owner / Manager of Garden Brook RCH
located in Watertown and Victorian Gardens RCH in Plainville, Ct. Our homes have a
maximum total of 46 residents and provide services for clients with mental disabilities, the
elderly, previously homeless clients and clients who are not capable of living alone and in
need of some type of supervision and assistance.

| am testifying today to raise my concerns about Section 12 of HB5020 regarding discharges
for residential care homes.

| will keep this short and brief. | strongly believe changing the discharge process would be
absolutely dangerous to the resident, other residents, staff, visitors and the community in
general.

Just imagine (as one example) one of your loved ones being in a residential care home and
another client wishes to smoke in his or her room knowing that the discharge process could
take months. Would you want your loved one living in this type of environment? The answer
is simple, of course not. In discussing this proposed legislation with some of the residents in
my locations they believe it is “insane” (their word not mine) Please see attached letter
from our president of Resident Council

The residents would like to know that they are in a safe home and if someone decides to be
abusive towards them, begins using drugs, creates a hostile / unsafe environment or
becomes a danger to themselves or others, that there is a process that is not so prolonged
that it puts them or others in danger.

The goal is to keep residents safe, not put them in danger. This proposed legislation has

no logic. As | have previously stated, no owner would inappropriately discharge or attempt
to discharge a resident who is suited for this type of living. Our success is based on keeping

our residential care home occupied, not empty. We would like all of our residents to be safe
at all times. This legislation protects no one!
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This goes beyond financial problems for the facility, the people that would suffer the most
from this legislation is the residents, again, the most vulnerable. Who is looking out for their
best interest? Hopefully, this committee will see the negative impact this legislation will have
if passed.

| invite all committee members to visit our communities to talk to our residents. Clearly the
overwhelming majority would state passing this legislation would make them feel unsafe and
it is in the best interest of no one.

Thank you and please feel free to contact me should you require any additional information.

Carmine Castiglione
Garden Brook RCH
470 Straits Turnpike
Watertown, Ct. 06795

860 274 8905 x300

Carmine Castiglione
Victorian Gardens RCH
122 East Main St.
Plainville Ct. 06062

860 747 4759 X209
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